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ñWhat is Lent, Anyway?...ò 

 
Hello to the Chapel by the Sea 

community, and grace and peace to you in 

the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ!  As I write this article, we are now 

in the season of Lent.  Maybe you have 

asked, ñWhat is Lent, anyway?...ò 

First, Lent is the period of 40 days 

prior to Easter, the celebration of the Res-

urrection of Jesus Christ from the grave.  It 

actually begins on Ash Wednesday, which is the Wednesday before the first Sunday in Lent.  

Chapel by the Sea held an Ash Wednesday worship service, at which time, those who at-

tended came forward to receive the sign of the Cross with ashes smudged on their forehead or 

on the top of their hands.  Traditionally, the ashes are made from the blessed palms used in 

the Palm Sunday celebration from the year prior. The ashes are a symbol of penance and con-

trition, which is why believers are told as they receive the ashes, ñRemember, you are dust, 

and unto dust you shall return.ò 

Second, the word ñlentò comes from the Latin word for ñlengthen,ò because the days 

of Lent traditionally occur during the late winter and early springtime of the year, when the 

daylight hours increase. As mentioned earlier, the period of Lent consists of the 40 days prior 

to Easter.  Why is this significant?  Well, the number 40 has special biblical significance.  For 

example, Moses and the people of Israel were in the wilderness for 40 years, and Jesus was 

tempted by Satan in the desert for 40 days. 

Furthermore, since the days of the early church, and in the decades and centuries after 

the death and Resurrection of Christ, Christians have regarded the period of Lent as a time for 

repentance and reflection. It is invariably marked by fasting (going without food and/or water 

for a period of time), by giving up something during Lent, and even more so, by taking on 

such habits that will increase oneôs devotion to Christ. 

 Finally, itôs interesting to note, however, that the Sundays during the Season of Lent 

are not a part of Lent.  In fact, each Sunday is considered a ñminiature Easter,ò and each Sun-

day worship service is actually a joyful foreshadowing of the coming of Easter Sunday.  So, 

in a nutshell, that is the meaning of Lent.  May you have a meaningful, fulfilling, and spiritu-

ally transforming Lenten season! 

 On a side note and in closing, a special ñthank youò to each and every one of you 

who graciously, joyfully, and freely made a commitment of sharing your time, talents, and 

treasures with Chapel by the Sea on Stewardship Dedication Sunday!  If you have not made 

your pledge yet, you still may do so!  We hope you do for your support is needed!  May God 

richly and abundantly bless you! 

 

      In Christôs love, 

      Dr. Steve Adkison 
      

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      In Christõs love, 

      Pastor Steve 
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Annual Book Sale to Fight Cancer  

Team Chapel needs hard bound and paperback books in good condition for our 2015 Relay for Life Book Sale.  

Please place your donations in the Team Chapel bin in Silver Hall. Thank You! 

For questions or to become a member of Team Chapel, please contact Mariann Griffin at (239) 233-8275, or Kim 

Southworth at (239) 765-4254é..A WORLD WITH LESS CANCER IS A WORLD WITH MORE BIRTHDAYS! 

March Liturgists  

    8:00 a.m.         10:00 a.m. 

March 1   Joan Cady           Rexann Hosafros  

March 8   Don Cady                Neil Callahan 

March15  Dean Southworth  Jennifer Pinkard 

March 22 Dean Southworth      Mike Ziegler 

March 29  Doug Bidgood   Marianne Worden 
 

Liturgists volunteers are needed (especially 

for the 8:00 a.m. service). Call Lynda Monaco 

at (239) 463-5664 if you are available . 

 
 

Youth Group  

Sundayõs 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  

Stewardship Sunday-Talent Search Fair 

 

Big Thank You  

A BIG òThank Youó to all the people that have pledged so 

far. You have reached 64 per cent of our financial goal for 

doing Godõs Work through Chapel by the Sea. We also want 

to thank the people who provided the Minutes for Steward-

ship both live and on screen; all of the Committee people 

that set up their displays for the Time and Talent Fair Sunday 

in Silver Hall and the people that have signed up to work on 

the committee projects. Special thanks to the 

people that set up and served our lunch and extra 

special thanks for the cake and ice cream. 

    

  Stewardship Committee,       

               Pastor Steve,  

               Steve RapsñChairman 
 

 

Financial Update  

Year -to -date Receipts  

¶ Actual Budget Receipts     $90,610 

¶ Budgeted Needs to Date  $88,468 

 

Outstanding Prior Year Debt   

              Paid Off-Thank you!          $ 0       

Silver Hall Roof Campaign          

¶ Additional Committed Pledges  $15,262 

 

2015 Stewardship Status  

¶ Pledges to Date             $287,920 

¶  Annual Budget Needs    $447,700 

Study Groups  

 
Solomonõs Porch  

Reading 

Group... Tuesdays 

3:00 p.m. 

 

Adult Sunday 

School...Sunday 

mornings at  9:00 

a.m. in Chapelõs li-

brary. Email or call  

Laura at  

(239) 292- 5102, 

millerelh@gmail.com

Or just stop by . 

mailto:millerelh@gmail.com
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Easter Party   
Chapel will host the annual Children's Easter Party on Saturday morning, April 4th. 

Volunteers are needed for party preparation, registration, face painting, dying eggs, 

hiding eggs, games and cleanup. Plastic eggs will be available to fill for the egg hunt.  

Please, no chocolate candy for filling eggsé.It melts. 
 

  Easter Brunch   
Easter Brunch will be held on  Sunday, April 5th from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Donations of orange juice and breakfast 

casseroles are needed. Recipes and casserole pans will be available for those interested in helping. 
 

Easter Lilies  
 Its time to order Easter Lilies! Look for order forms in your upcoming bulletins. Please have orders in by March 29. 

Holy Week Services  
 

      Palm Sunday Services                  March 29, 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.  
          

      Maundy Thursday Service                                                           April 2, 11:00 a.m. 
          

      Good Friday Service (St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church )                                  April 3,12:00 p.m.                         
  
      Easter Sunrise Service (Beach Methodist at Lyn Hall Park, by the Pier)                      April 5, 6:30 a.m. 

           
      Chapelõs Easter Services                                                                     April 5,  8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

Gladiolus Learning and Development Center  
Volunteering is a joy! Whether you enjoy rocking babies, filing, assisting with 

mailings, reading to a child, mentoring, helping with homework, planning and 

executing events, outdoor play, teaching the ABC's, singing, dancing, etc., you 

would be a welcome volunteer at Gladiolus Learning and Development Center. 

You may volunteer for one hour or for several hours. For more information, 

contact the Center at (239) 481-2100 or Sharon Trantina at (239) 989-1104.   

The Center also has a wish list of frequently used items. Donated items may be 

placed in the box labeled GLAD in the hallway leading to Silver Hall. Items 

needed are poster board, non-toxic paint, contact paper, laminating sheets, dry 

erase markers, binders, bulletin board borders, play dough, colored tissue paper, and wiggly eyes. 163 children are 

served by the Center. Your donation of time or treasures makes a huge impact. 

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Gifts  

OCC is an opportunity for us to be used by our Lord to touch the lives of children thou-

sands of miles away.  Through SHOEBOX GIFTS children in more than 150 countries have 

experienced the Joy of Christmas and heard the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Last year 

members and friends of Chapel contributed 173 shoebox gifts. 

It is not too early to begin preparing for this yearõs collection, which will be Nov. 16-23.  If 

you are a Snowbird or are here for just a few weeks, you can help by bringing your empty 

shoeboxes to the church. Help with wrapping the boxes with colorful paper is also needed. 


