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  òOh, That You Would Bless Meéó 
I Chronicles 4:9-10 

 

I Chronicles 4:10 says, òJabez cried out to the God of Israel, 

ôOh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let 

your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I 

will be free from pain.õ And God granted his request.ó 
 

òOh, that you would bless meéó is the first part of Jabezõs 

prayer.  Many times, we think that it is selfish to ask God to bless us personally, but in reality, itõs 

not.  Letõs explore this more closely with a òQuestionó and òAnsweró format. 
 

Q: What is a òblessingó? 

A: We use the words òblessó or òblessingó regularly and maybe without much thought.  We 

ask God to bless our families, friends, and so forth.  We ask God to òblessó our food before we eat.  

When someone sneezes, we might say, òbless youó!   But what does blessing really mean?  To bless 

in the Biblical sense means òto ask for or to impart supernatural favor.ó  We are asking for Godõs 

favor when we ask for Godõs blessings. 
 

Q: Is it okay to ask God for His blessings?  

A: Yes!  But we must make sure we ask with the right motives and attitude.  James 4:3 says, 

òWhen you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what 

you get on your pleasures.ó  Make sure that whatever you ask for will enhance your relationship with 

God. 
 

Q: What are we to do with Godõs blessings when we receive them? 

A: Enjoy them for they are Godõs gifts to you, but also, share them with others.  We are to 

freely share Godõs blessings, particularly in the form of our time, talents, and treasures, with others, 

including friends, family, and fellow church members, but also complete strangers and even enemies. 
 

In his book, The Prayer of Jabez, Dr. Bruce Wilkinson relates the fable about a Mr. Jones who 

dies and goes to heaven. Peter is at the gates waiting for him to give him a tour.  Mr. Jones sees the 

splendor of the golden streets, beautiful mansions, and angel choirs.  And as the tour continues, he 

notices an odd-looking building, curiously out of place in the beauty. It is an enormous warehouse, 

with no windows and only one door.  Mr. Jones tells Peter he wants to look inside, but Peter hesi-

tates, saying, òYou really donõt want to see whatõs in there.ó  

The tour goes along, but Mr. Jonesõ mind keeps wandering back to that warehouse.  He 

keeps bugging Peter, and so Peter takes him back to the warehouse.  Upon entering the building, Mr. 

Jones notices that the building is filled with row after row of shelves, floor to ceiling, each neatly 

stacked with white boxes tied in red ribbons.  He also notices that each box has a name on it, so he 

turns to Peter and asks, òDo I have one?ó  Peter replies, òYes, you do, butéó  But Mr. Jones is al-

ready dashing toward the òJó aisle to find his box.  Peter follows, shaking his head. He catches up 

with Mr. Jones just as heõs slipping the red ribbon off his box and popping the lid.  Looking inside, 

Jones has a moment of instant recognition, and then he lets out a deep sigh like the ones Peter has 

heard so many times before.   

Because there in Mr. Jonesõ white box were all the blessings that God wanted to give 

to him while he was on earthébut Mr. Jones had never asked for!    

 Dear friends, donõt let this happen to you!  Clean out your òwhite boxó!  Jesus says in Mat-

thew 7 to ask and it will be given to you. James says we do not have because we do not ask.  Is it 

right to ask God for His blessing or supernatural favor? Yes, but ask with the right attitude and with 

the intention of not only enjoying Godõs blessings but sharing them with others! 

        

       In Christõs love, 

       Dr. Steve Adkison 
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Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Gifts 

Six things that light up the world of a  

child in povertyé. 
 

¶   something to love 

¶   something to wear 

¶   something for personal  hygiene 

¶   something for school 

¶   something special 

¶   something to play with 

 

Please pray for the child who will receive your gifts.   

 

 

The Mission Outreach Committeeé. Mission/Outreach Committee will resume meeting on  

Tuesday, October 6, 2015.  

Study Group Opportunityé. òSolomonõs Porch Theology Study Groupó  

Starts on Tuesday, September 1 at 3:00 p.m. in Room 4, Silver Hall.  Our book for discussion is 

 òA Farewell to Mars: An Evangelical Pastorõs Journey Toward the Biblical Gospel of Peaceó. 

 

Summer Survivor Luncheon é.Everyone is welcome to attend the Summer Survivor Lunch-

eon, featuring Arleneõs Taco Bar!  Join us after the Worship Service on Sunday, September 20 at 11:30 a.m. 

Hope to see you there! More information about the luncheon to come soon. 

 Chapel by the Sea Concert Dates 
Save these concert datesé. 

 

December 10, 2015 ð 7:00 p.m.  

 ôHome for the Holidaysõ, a Christmas Concert, featuring the Voices of Naples  
 

January 14, 2016 ð 7:00  p.m.  

       A Piano Concert featuring students from Florida Gulf Coast University  
 

February   11, 2016 ð 7:00 p.m.  

ôJoybellõ, a Handbell Ministry, featuring handbell soloist, Kristine Stout.  

  

  March 3, 2016 ð 7:00 p.m.  

 Doug Renfroe & Friends, baritone 
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September Liturgists  

10:00 a.m. 
              

 

        September 6     Dean Southworth  
 

        September 13   Bill Saunders 

       

        September 20   Laura Miller 

         

        September 27   Miffie Greer  
              

Protecting Chapelõs Assets 

Perimeter Walkway & Structural Concrete Beam Repair 
In Pastor Steveõs article this month, God answered Jabezõs prayer and blessed him. Like Jabez, God has 
blessed us all, as well, but God blesses us so that we can BE a blessing to others. You have a chance to bless 

your church. The hourglass displays receipts of $40,000 during the month of August to total $63,000 toward 

our goal of $150,000. Work is to begin in September and hopefully completed by mid-October. At that time-

-the invoice will be due immediately. The less than half-full hourglass reminds us, we desperately need a large 

influx of contributions in the next 6 weeks! 

Many thanks to those who have already contrib-

uted! If you haven't participated yet, your help is 

needed, so please prayerfully consider what you 

and your family will contribute to the preserva-

tion of Chapel and our mission to serve the 

community of Fort Myers Beach. Thank you for 

your consideration and may God richly bless 

you, so that you can be a blessings to others! 

Financial Update 
 

Year -to -Date Receipts (thru 8/25/15)  
    

¶ Actual Receipts to Date      $315,491.00 

¶ Budgeted Needs to Date     $294,815.00 

 

Silver Hall Roof Campaign  
 

¶ Addõl Committed Pledges    $   8,172.00 

     

2015 Stewardship Status  
 

¶ Pledges to Date                   $328,384.00 

¶ Annual Budget Needs          $447,700.00 
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Broadway Palm Outing 
Next season's shows and the dates that Chapel will be attend-

ing at Broadway Palm:  

¶ Million Dollar Quartet -Tuesday, November 17, 2015. 

¶ A Wonderful Life -Wednesday, December 16, 2015. 

¶ Showboat -Tuesday, January 19, 2016. 

¶ Sister Act -Tuesday, March 1, 2016. 

The bus will leave Chapel at 4:45 p.m. to arrive for the 5:30 p.m. buffet. The cost is $55.00 per person 

which includes meal, show, tax and gratuity. There are a limited number of tickets available. Call Anita 

Turner for reservations (239) 357-9883.  

SIS (Sisters in Spirit)  is a group of women 

here at Chapel who meet once a month for 

fellowship and fun. All women are welcome! 

 

The  

Sew and Sews 
The Sew and Sews meet 

every Thursday morning 

at 10:00 a.m. in Room 5. 

Bring your lunch and 

ideas even if you can't 

sew. All are welcome. 

Call Nancy Bell (845) 

863-5222 with questions 

or the church office 

(239) 463-3173. 

SIS Programs for Next Season 
 

¶ October 13, 2015  

He, She and Me Fair Trade Shop  

 

¶ November 10, 2015  

(Election Day)  

Kiwanis Thrift Store 

 

¶ December 8, 2015   

Burroughs House Tour and  

Luncheon 

 

¶ January 12, 2016  

Fort Myers Beach Historic Cottage 

 

¶ February 9, 2016  

    Chapel by the Sea Open House  

and Talent Fair 

 

¶ March 8, 2016  

   Mound House Tour 

 

¶ April 12, 2016  

TBA 

 

Flowers 
Flowers are a beautiful 

way to honor a loved 

one and God. Please 

sign up in the church 

office by filling out a 

card in the brown box 

on the desk and on the 

board as you walk in.  

 


