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Greetings and a
the Chapel by the Sea community! | extend to

you the grace and peace of our Lord and Savig

Jesus Christ, and it is my prayer that you had &

OMerry Christmaso andf
and with much hope and excitement for the ne| |
year.

First, l et me say
the OHappy Birthdaybéd

and the gifts that you gave to me back in Dece

OB

ber, as well as for the birthday cake in Silver Hew

after the December 13th worship service. Wha
wonderful blessing, and | am grateful for your
hospitality! Second, thank you also for the
Christmas gifts and the cards that my family an
kecedved from many of you. Your thoughtfulne
means so much to us.

Looking forward, | am now approaching
over a year and a half of pastoral ministry here
Chapel, and it has been a challenging yet glori
time of doing ministry together! And yet, we sti
have so much to accomplish. 2015 brought a
changes to Chapel and 2016 will no doubt brin
its own changes. In 2016, let us regularly ask
selves these somewhat cliché, albeit important
guestions: What would Jesus do? What woulg
Jesus say? How would Jesus respond to this
son or to this situat
l ook Ilike Ilived out i
continue to ask these questions and respond g
propriately and faithfully, Chapel will not only
survive but will thrive in its ministry and its mis-
sion of growing as disciples, making new discif
and sharing the love of Jesus Christ with all.

In Genesis 12, God calls Abraham and
Sarah to leave their familiar and comfortable
homel and and to go to
In a similar way, Chapel by the Sea has been
called by God to trust in Him as we too go to th

Spiritual Commitment

| will support the church
i by attending faithfully
1 by living a Christike life
1 by giving regularly
| will share the responsibility of my
church
1 by praying for its growth
1 Dby inviting the community to at-
tend
1 by warmly welcoming those who
visit
| will protect the unity of my church 5 |

i by acting in love toward other ’ I
members and all people

1 by refusing to gossip
1 by following the leaders
| will serve the church

9 by discovering my gifts and talents
and using them

T by developing a
1 by studying the Bible daily
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new bless of blessing that God has in mind for us. As we journey together, remember that your help
is essential. In February, we will begin our annual Stewardship Campaign, but you can make your
commitment to God and to Chapel and its ministry even in January. Every person is gifted by God in
one or more ways, and with the precious time, talents, and treasures God has given us, let us use
those gifts while we can. With that in mind: What gifts are you considering giving back to the

church and to our community? Whatever those gifts are, know that YOU are wanted and needed.
Indeed, it is a time of change, a time of new beginnings, a time of going to a hew place of blessing
here at Chapel by the Sea, and it is my prayer that it is only the beginning of the greatest years in

Chapel ds history.

I n Christds | ove,

Dr. Steve Adkison



happenings at CBTS ...

Everyone a

— / Christmas Toy Drive Happy,

T

“ s | Thank you to all who donated toys for Gladiolus Learn- Healthy
_1ing and Development Center's Christmas Party. We
were able to deliver two truckloads of toys to GLAD! and
Thank you for your generosity! Blessed
New Year !
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Solomonds Porch is a theological book study group th
is Tuesday, January 5, 2016 at 3:00 p.m. in Room 4 of Silver Hall.

Sunday School Class
Laura Millerds Sunday School <c¢class will begin on Sun
new series on The Acts and the Apostles, and will begin with an examination of the Book of Acts. Anyone who wants
to get a jump start on the subject can begin reading the Book of Acts. Books to be used and study materials will be
explained in the first session. All are welcome. We promise some lively discussions and, we hope, some new insights
into the events and the people who gave rise to Christianity. For more information call Laura Miller at (239) 292
5102 or email her at millerelh@gmail.com.

The Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at Chapel by the Sea
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