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~ Malachi 3:4

oln the Refinerods

Hello, once again, to the Chape
by the Sea community and grace and
peace to you in J
May 15, I preache
the Refinerds Fir
be good to summarize that sermon for
our whole communi
seems that many of us are going throu
our own oOopersonal
About 1.4 million years ago, humans dis-
covered fire, and fire is used to create light and warmth, and to cook food. Fire is also used to purify
that which is unclean or contaminated. For e
or a pond without first purifying it. One way to do that is with fire, which heats up the water and
kills the bacteria.

The prophet Malachi explains a process of purification that takes place when gold is put over
a hot fire. The refiner melts down the bars of gold, separates out the impure and worthless stuff
(also known as dross) from the pure, and then lets the gold cool and harden. However, it is now
much more pure and valuabl e, but it had to go
just as gold, a precious metal, must go through the fire in order to become more pure and valuable,
so must we as Godoés children go through the 0
life are experienced during times of trial, tribulation, and tragedyring times of great pain, suffer-
ing, and grief. These are NOT fun times! However, James 1.3G&ys, nsi der it pur e
brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the
testing of your f ait h Idotherwdrds mreat dificultg, evendimesofc e . 6
great pain, can produce something good within us. During this time of passing through our personal
fires, God is making us more pure, more authentic, more loving, more compassionate, more joyful,
and in short, more |ike Jesus Christ. Of <cou
of Jesus Christ, hard times do not have to make us bitter; instead they can make us better. Our set-
back is a setup for a comeback when it comes to our faith in God.

Consider this, violent winds drove a devastating fire through Yellowstone National Park. A
few years back, hot, dry weather challenged the firefighters who battled day and night trying to save
lives, buildings, and precious landscapes. In spite of their best efforts, this monster fire scorched
thousands of acres. When the smoke cleared, blackened and starkly bare hills had replaced the beau
tifully forested wilderness. A few months later, a park ranger was escorting a tour group through

the park and shocked them when he said, oThi s
this park.é6 He explained the need for the cho
the ashes, 6 he said, ocome wonder ful nutrient

The future of Yellowstone forest land depends upon purifying fires every 50 years or so. What we
viewed as tragedy was natureds way of presery
beautiful this park will be in a few years!o

Dear friends, personal losses or family tragedies or other times of suffering are like purifying
fires in our lives. When our personal fires are raging, and later, when all we can see are the ashes,
realize that God, as the divine refiner, is making new life possible! Our thanks be to God!

I n Christods | ove,
Pastor Steve Adkison



happenings at CBTS

Celebrate Our Stewardship!
Since the Veranda Project began, we have raise
over $141,000 toward our goal of $150,000!
Work yet to be completed is installation of the
railings, approximately June 1, and concrete se
ing, shortly thereafter. Our contractor, Wright
Construction, has refunded over $22,000 from t
original contract, making completion financially
possible.
Congratulations and our grateful thanks to all wi
supported this important effort to maintain the
structural integrity of the CBTS building and to
Wright Construction for their help! After the
completion and we close out this project, any re
maining funds will be transferred to the Air
Conditioning Replacement Fund.

Mark your Calendars
ThefirstSunday oéachmonth
there will be a luncheon follow-
ing the Communion Service.
June 5s Communion Sunday.
~We hope you will stay and enjg
ocommuningo with your
ocold cutdé | unch.

Upcoming Sunday Event
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with fried chicken and salads.
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Highlights of the Stated Session Meeting

' Vision 2020 was well received with ideas and
h otifolight&fdr the flired The question Session di

¢ heusBeld wad Wiere dolw@ §ofromdihere regardin
for fun, family and fulfillment along

from April 26, 2016

The Stated Session Meeting Minutes of March 2!

2016 were approved.

Session received Diane and Tom Means as Affili

ed Members.

The Evote policy will be reviewed by the Admin-
istration Committee.

Joan and Don Cady wer ¢
Two (2) commissioners to the Stated Peace Riv
Presbytery Meeting on Thursday, April 28,
2016 at Northminster Presbyterian Church,
Sarasota, FL.

Policy & Procedure #3.1 FACILITY USE,
#9. 3 WEDDI NGS, and
were approved and available for review

at www.Chapelbts.org

As of April 5, 2016 Rev. Dr. Stephen D. Adkison
will continue teachi ng¢
cussion/education/study) usiRgading the Bible
wi t h Re nastheirGaok. ar d

Chapel will provide a $1,000.00 donation to
Mision Piniel.

Mission request of $1,000.00 to be donated to
Habitat for Humanity is sent to the Finance/
Stewardship Committee for review at their May
11, 2016 meeting.

Vision 20207 All agreed that back to the commit
tees would be the first step. Also agreed, was th
desire to continue forward with the ideas and
thoughts for the future.
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Av/ Mahjong Players
s, & | Enjoy friendly competition? The
~— v = IChapel would like to start its N
| F 38322 | own Bridge and Mahjong Clubs. June Liturgist Study Groups &
-] This would be a great way to 10:00 a.m. Cl asses
stay in touch with your fellow June 5 Jennifer Pinkard || SO0 1 0 mon &
members, new and old alike, as well as keep yaur ]
mind alert and nimble. If you are interested in join- June 12 Marylu Marshall || Join us on Tuesdays
ing 0The Clubé, call orj.L&mabdan R&Hvbr at 3:00 p.m. in
istrator, (239) 4633137 ext. 20 orden- . W Room 4.
ise@chapelbts.org June 26 Miffie Greer
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happenings at CBTS

Cards for Shut-Ins Chil drends Churc

The kids in the Childrends ch‘heurcchH|C9_|lraes”s Miadee MO4 ¢l
for church members who |  havenodtatbehi lahn &ngsos Gilakre
it to Worship Service.

Cedarkirk

Summer Camp
A giant o0Thanp
those who have contributed
to helping our children go to
Cedarkirk this summer. We/| ||
already have some very ex-
cited children! If you would
like to contribute so we can
increase the number able to attend, please let Deni
in the Chapel office knowlf you have a child or
grandchild who would like to attend, pick up an app
cation form in the office. This is an incredible expef™ ¢
ence for our young people!
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