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Windshield or Rearview Mirror Christians?  
 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Sav-

ior, Jesus Christ! By the time you read this, it will probably be 

2017 and 2016 will be in the past.  Each year has its own bless-

ings and burdens, and 2016 was no exception, although it 

seemed to have an abundance of burdens.  Personally speaking, 

2016 was an extra difficult year for me.  In fact, in the final days 

of December, I was thinking about the Merle Haggard song, 

where he sings, òIf we make it through December, everythingõs gonna be alright, I know.ó Alt-

hough those words arenõt from Scripture, they still brought me hope for the future and that a 

new beginning was right around the corner. 

In Philippians 3:12-14, the Apostle Paul echoes Merle Haggardõs sentiment it seems. He 

writes about the importance of not living in the past but to look to the future, saying: 12 Not 

that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take 

hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider 

myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and 

straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for 

which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.ó  Essentially, Paul calls us to 

leave the past in the past, and to look forward to a new day, a new season, and a new begin-

ning that is rooted in the love of Jesus Christ. 

With Paulõs thoughts in mind, when driving a car there is a windshield and a rearview 

mirror, both serve very critical roles in that aspect because we cannot drive without either 

one. In this metaphor, however, they point to contrasting mentalities individual people have in 

life. The windshield signifies looking ahead to the present moment or future, and opposing 

this, we have the rearview mirror that only shows us what is behind, meaning in this context 

living in the past, whether good or bad. Furthermore, thereõs a reason why the windshield of a 

car is so big and the rearview mirror is so small, and that is, whatõs in front of you is much 

more important than whatõs behind you.  The past is history, and we are unable to 

change it, so our sole focus needs to shift to what we can still have a say on; the present and 

future. 

 In closing, let us be òwindshieldó Christians, who press on boldly into 2017 with great 

hope and expectation.  God has so much in store for Chapel.  Let us not miss it by gazing into 

the òrearview mirror.ó  May God richly bless you! 

 

       In Christõs love, 

       The Rev. Dr. Stephen D. Adkison 
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Discipleship & Fellowship Committee Italian Dinners 
Discipleship and Fellowship Committee is exciting to announce the return of Chapelõs month-

ly òItalianó themed dinners. Please bring your family, friends and neighbors. The net proceeds 

will go to Silver Hall Kitchen renovations. Saturday, January 14 from 5:00 ð 7:00 p.m., in Silver 

Hall, Italian theme. Spaghetti, meatballs, sausage, salad, garlic bread, brownies, ice cream and 

drinks$10.00 per person / $5.00 kid 10 and under. Future dinners will be held on the 2nd Sat-

urday of the Month: February 11, March 11 and April 8. 

Sisters In Spirit (SIS)  

Exploring Chapelõs outreach opportunities with Kathro Taylor and Nancy Bell.  
This month on January 10, at 11:00 a.m., SIS will meet at the Chapel to explore outreach opportunities with Kathro 

Taylor and Nancy Bell. We will first gather in Silver Hall to learn about OCC and help wrap boxes followed by lunch. 

Please bring a bag lunch and a drink and if you want to share some finger food that would be great. Next we head to 

Room 5/6 where we will see and learn about all the projects that the Sew N Sews have been working on throughout 

the year.  Don't forget to sign the communication cards. If you have questions, call Nancy Combs at (239) 233-8630. 

Sisters in Spirit (SIS) is a group of women at the Chapel by the Sea who meet once a month. All women are invited! 

The ladies 

had a won-

derful time at 

their annual 

SIS Christmas 

luncheon last 

month! 


