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òThe Night Watchó 

Hello once again to the Chapel by 

the Sea community and grace and peace to 

you all in the name of Jesus Christ!  Iõm 

reminded of a story of an angry man, who, 

many years ago, rushed through an art mu-

seum in Amsterdam until he reached Rem-

brandtõs famous painting, òThe Night 

Watch.ó  He then took out a knife and 

slashed it repeatedly before he could be 

stopped. On another occasion, the painting 

was damaged by another man who cut zig-

zag lines in it before he was wrestled down 

by guards.  Finally, The Night Watch was 

attacked by a man who threw acid on the 

famous painting, damaging it severely.  In all three events, the painting was not destroyed but instead 

was restored. Today, The Night Watch is viewed by about 4,000 to 5,000 visitors daily and has an 

estimated value close to $1,000,000. 

 òThe Night Watchó can serve as a metaphor for you and me.  In the eyes of God, we are all 

òmasterpiecesó created in His image and fearfully and wonderfully made. However, there are times 

when we sustain injury and damage as we journey through life. We experience great difficulty and 

times of pain and suffering.  Nevertheless, the good news is that, in Christ, restoration is always a 

reality and possibility, despite the damage and the brokenness. 

I think of King David in Psalm 51, a man who was broken and damaged in many ways.  Guilty 

of adultery and an accomplice to murder, David longed for forgiveness, for healing and wholeness, 

and for restoration. It is here where he cries out to God, saying, òCreate in me a clean heart, O 

God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy 

Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and renew a right spirit within me.ó  Eventu-

ally, David fully experienced Godõs forgiveness, a return to joy, and the restoration of his soul. 

 What about you?  What is the condition of your soul?  Is it damaged and broken?  If so, re-

member the words of King David, reach out to God, and receive the restoring love that we have in 

Jesus Christ.  Because of Him, hearts, friendships, and even churches, as well as pastors, can be re-

stored. To God be the glory, Amen. 

 

      In Christõs love, 

      The Rev. Dr. Stephen D. Adkison 

      Pastor/Head of Staff 

      Chapel by the Sea, Ft. Myers Beach 


