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Fort Myers Beach, Florida  

  

Grace and peace to 

you in the name of Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Savior!  

We have now entered the 

season of Advent, but what is 

it exactly?  Well, Advent is a 

season of waiting, expecting, 

and hoping. Beginning four 

Sundays prior to Christmas and ending on Christmas Eve, Advent helps us 

prepare for the coming, or òadventó of the Christ child at Christmas. (The 

word òadventó comes from the Latin word that means òcoming.ó) 

For hundreds of years, Christians have used an Advent wreath to in-

spire their hopes for the coming of Christ. By lighting candles and reading 

Bible verses, we are reminded about the meaning of Christõs birth and be-

come more excited about his coming in the past, in the future, and in our 

own lives. 

There is no set meaning for the candles of the Advent wreath 

(except for the middle candle, which always signifies the birth of Jesus the 

Christ and is often called the Christ Candle). I have been in churches 

where the candles point to peace, hope, joy, and love. In other settings, 

they are identified with key figures in the stories of the birth of Jesus, such 

as the shepherds, the angels, Joseph, and Mary. I have used the main theme 

of waiting to give structure and meaning to the Advent candles, with each 

candle focused on different aspects of our waiting. 

Advent wreaths employ candles with a variety of colors. Some 

wreaths use all white candles; others use three purple or blue candles, one 

pink candle, and one white candle in the middle. I share an understanding 

of the Advent wreath with many Christians for whom the purple candles 

remind us of how serious and solemn Godõs people have been in waiting 

for the Messiah. The pink signifies the joy of our waiting. The white is tri-

umphant and celebrative because Christ is born.  

At any rate, that is the basic meaning of Advent in a ònutshell.ó  May 

we all have a richly blessed and deeply meaningful Advent season! 

 

               In Christõs love, 

     The Rev. Dr. Stephen D. Adkison 
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Treasurerõs Report 
 

Year -to -date Receipts   

(as of 10/31/16) 

¶ Contributions/Pledges $353,102     

¶ Expenses $358,368 

   ññññññññññññ 

¶ Net  :(   $5,266  
 

** Does not include contributions or 

expenses related to restricted and 

capital funds. 

Do not store up for yourselves 

treasures on earth, where moth and 

rust consume and where thieves 

break in and steal; but store up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, 

where neither moth nor rust con-

sume or thieves steal.  For where 

your treasure is, there will your 

heart be also. 

          Matthew 6:19-21 

 

Adult Sunday School 
We meet every Sunday from 9:00 

a.m. to 10:00 a.m. in the Chapel Li-

brary before Worship Service.  
 

 

Solomonõs Porch Theological  

Reading Group  The Cost of  

Discipleship By Dietrich Bonhoeffer   

Tuesday, 3:00 p.m.  

Session Room in Silver Hall 
 

Christmas Eve  

Candlelight Services 
A Candlelight Service will be 

held on Christmas Eve at 

7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. at 

Chapel by the Sea. All are 

welcome! We hope to see 

you there! 

Christmas Poinsettias 
Donõt forget to order your Christmas Poinsettia. Order forms are located in 

the  Narthex and in the Sunday bulletin, or call the Church office at (239) 463-

3173. Wishing a very happy and healthy Holiday Season to all! 

Gladiolus Learning and  

Development Center 
It is that time of year when we  are thinking about 

helping the children at Gladiolus Learning and De-

velopment Center have a happy Christmas. Each 

year Chapel's toy drive helps to make that happen.  

Santa will arrive at the Center on December 19 to 

personally deliver a toy to each child. There are 

142 children enrolled in the center from infancy to 

age eleven. The 4 and 5 year-olds are the largest 

group. Requested toys are: 

¶ Puzzles from simple to 

complex up to age 10 

¶ Dolls (multi-cultural) 

¶ Pre-school learning 

toysñstacking, count-

ing, matching, etc.  

¶ Action figures for boys 

and girls 

 

December Reminder 
Remember, please, that for Chapel 

contributions to qualify for as tax 

exemption, they must be into the 

CBTS office before December 31, 

2016. You might also want to con-

sider a direct contribution from 

your IRA to Chapel, which qualifies 

as a tax free contribution as long as 

it goes directly from your IRA to 

Chapel. This also can be used as 

part or whole of your RMD if you 

have that requirement. Thank you! 

¶ Ride-on toys  

¶ Disney items 

¶ Board games 

¶ Tea sets 

¶ Art Sets 

¶ Gift Cards 

¶ Scooters 

¶ Bikes 

¶ Building Blocks 

¶ Play Dough 

Sisters In Spirit (SIS) 
Sisters in Spirit is a group of woman at the Chapel by the Sea who meet once a 

month. All women are invited to join. This month on December 13 at 11:30 

a.m. we will once again host a Naughty Santa gift exchange and luncheon. Eve-

ryone is asked to bring a small, "fun" $5.00 wrapped gift. Don't forget so you 

can be part of the fun exchange. Also please bring a dish to share for our 

luncheon. Be sure to mark this on you calendar so you can be part of the fes-

tivities. For more information please call Nancy Combs at (239) 233-8630. 

Books and toys should be unwrapped and placed 

on the table by the wall in the church library in 

Silver Hall by December 15. For more info, please 

contact Sharon Trantina at (239) 989-1104.   
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Operation  

Christmas Child 
Thank you Chapel  

Members and Friends  

206 Boxes have been 

sent to Operation 

Christmas Child...  

A Shoebox ð Just the 

Beginning  

The simple gift of a shoe-

box can be the beginning 

of a life-changing experi-

ence.  Just days after 

shoeboxes are distribut-

ed, the children 

are invited to en-

roll in the disci-

pleship program 

òThe Greatest 

Journeyó ð 12 

lessons based on 

the New Testa-

ment and written 

in the childõs na-

tive language. This program is transforming the lives of children and their families around the world with the 

knowledge of the Good News of Godõs Greatest Gift, Jesus Christ.   

òThrough Operation Christmas Child and the Greatest Journey, we are working with unreached people groups on 

five continents, including nomads in Namibia, ISIS refugees in Iraq, and one tiny tribe in South Sudan where only five 

thousand people speak the local language. One out of every ten boxes we collect in the U.S. this year will go to chil-

dren living in predominantly Muslim countries across northern Africa, the Middle East, and southern Asia. As God 

provides, this year we are hoping to send Operation Christmas Child shoebox Gifts to 12 million children.ó Franklin 

Graham, President of Samaritanõs Purse. Thus every shoebox is an opportunity to show the love of God with a child 

in need. More than 7.4 million children have participated in this program since its beginning. What goes into the 

box is funé.What comes out is eternal! 

Living Gift Market  
The Living Gift Market will be held at Chapel by the Sea in Silver Hall again this year. The dates will be on Sunday,  De-

cember 4 and Sunday, December11. We will be featuring gifts benefiting God's Table, Habitat for Humanity, Presby-

terian Medical Benevolences and a wide range of Presbyterian Mission gifts. IƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ 

Godõs Table & Community Cooperative 
In support of the holiday food drive for the needy, we have placed boxes in the Narthex and Silver Hall for your dona-

tions of non-perishable food. We greatly appreciate any donations! 
 

The Immokalee Soup Kitchen 
Chapel will not be volunteering at the Immokalee Soup Kitchen on December 23, due to Christmas activities. We vol-

unteer again on January 27. Have fun making new friends, helping others and getting closer to God. The Chapel bus 

leaves at 9:30 a.m., returns about 2:45 p.m. Sign-up sheets are in Silver Hall, or call the church office at (239) 463-3173. 

 


