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 ñThe Advent Virus:  Catch It!ò 
Advent is a season of waiting, expecting, and 

hoping. Beginning four Sundays prior to Christmas and 

ending on Christmas Eve, Advent helps us prepare for 

the coming, or ñadvent,ò of the Christ child at Christ-

mas. (The word ñadventò comes from the Latin word 

that means ñcoming.ò)  For many centuries, Christians 

have used an Advent wreath to inspire their hopes for 

the coming of Christ. By lighting candles and reading 

Bible verses, we are reminded about the meaning of 

Christôs birth and become more excited about his com-

ing in the past, in the future, and in our own lives.  There is no set meaning for the candles of the Advent 

wreath (except for the middle candle, which always signifies the birth of Jesus the Christ and is often called 

the Christ Candle), but for the most part, the candles point to the themes of peace, hope, joy, and love.  In ad-

dition to this, Advent wreaths employ candles with a variety of colors. Traditionally, the wreath uses three 

purple or blue candles, one pink candle, and one white candle in the middle. The purple (or blue) candles re-

mind us of how serious and solemn Godôs people have been in waiting for the Messiah. The pink candle signi-

fies the joy of our waiting. The white is triumphant and celebrative because Christ is born. 

With this in mind, I recently came across an entertaining and informative piece about the meaning of 

Advent entitled, ñThe Advent Virus.ò  It goes like this:  Warning! Be on the alert for The Advent Virus.  Its 

symptoms include an abundance of inner Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. The hearts of a great many have already 

been exposed to this virus, and it is possible that people everywhere could come down with it in epidemic pro-

portions. This could pose a serious threat to what has, up to now, been a fairly stable condition of conflict in 

the world. 
Other signs and symptoms of ñThe Advent Virusò include the following: 
An unmistakable ability to enjoy each moment. 
A loss of interest in judging other people. 
A loss of interest in interpreting the actions of others. 
A loss of interest in conflict. 
A loss of the ability to worry. (This is a very serious symptom.) 
Frequent, overwhelming episodes of appreciation.  
Contented feelings of connectedness with others.  
Frequent attacks of smiling.  
An increasing tendency to let things happen rather than make them happen.  
An increased susceptibility to the love extended by others as well as the uncontrollable urge to extend it. 

 
Dear friends, while I pray that we all have a safe and healthy holiday season, I hope we all get this ñholyò 

illness called, ñthe Advent virusò! 
 
       In Christôs love, 
       Dr. Steve Adkison 
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Operation Christmas Child ð Beyond The Box 

What happens when the children have received their shoebox gifts?  

After the children receive their shoebox gifts, many are invited back to participate in a discipleship program ð  

ôThe Greatest Journey.õ It is a 12-lesson course where children come to know Christ, grow in faith, and learn how 

to share the Gospel with others. 

After completing the course, the children attend a graduation celebration 

and receive a certificate. Most importantly, they are given a Bible that in-

cludes the New Testament and selected Old Testament stories ð written in 

the childõs native language. Since 2010, more than 11 million children have 

enrolled in The Greatest Journey course. Nearly 8 million have graduated 

and 5 million of them have made decisions for Christ. 

It all starts with a shoebox. If you have tracked the journey of your shoebox,  

you can expect to hear its destination in January or February of next year.  

Please share that news with someone in the church office.  

Gladiolus Learning and  

Development Center 

(G.L.A.D.) 
It is that time of year when we are think-

ing about helping the children at Gladiolus 

Learning and Development Center have a 

Happy Christmas. Each year Chapel's toy 

drive helps to make that happen. Santa will arrive at the Center 

on December 18 to personally deliver a toy to each child. This 

year we have been asked to provide toys for the 3 and 4 year old 

classes. There are 36 children in this age group in 3 classes. Six-

teen are girls and 20 are boys. This year the teachers sat down 

with each child and compiled the following wish list:  

Toys should be unwrapped and may be placed on the table by the wall in the library in Silver Hall by December 16.  

For more information, please contact Sharon Trantina at (239) 989-1104. 

¶ Shark Ship Boat                               

¶ Trolls   

¶ Dinosaurs                                          

¶ Shimmer and Shine Float.                  

¶ Remote Control Batmobile  

¶ Shopkins 

¶ Frozen Barbie 

¶ Remote Control Car 

¶ Tonka Dump Truck 

¶ Barbie Rainbow Light Mermaid 

¶ Hot Wheels Race Track Set 

¶ Ariel Toddler Doll 

¶ Shimmer and Shine Magic Dress Doll 

¶ Darth Vader and Storm Troopers 

¶ Spiderman Toys 

¶ Mickey and the Roadsters Racers 

¶ Legos                                            

¶ Barbie                                          

¶ Sky Paw Patrol                             

¶ Tool Set                                       

¶ Barbie Dancing Fun Horse               

¶ Skate board age 5-7 (Playwheels)      

¶ Paw Patrol Race Track                  

¶ Baby Alive                                     


